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JOINT STATEMENT OF PRACTICE RELATIONS BETWEEN OBSTETRICIAN-
GYNECOLOGISTS AND CERTIFIED NURSE-MIDWIVES/CERTIFIED MIDWIVES

The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) and the American College of Nurse-
Midwives (ACNM) recognize that in those circumstances in which obstetrician-gynecologists and
certified nurse-midwives/certified midwives collaborate in the care of women, the quality of those
practices is enhanced by a working relationship characterized by mutual respect and trust as well as
professional responsibility and accountability. When obstetrician-gynecologists and certified nurse-
midwives/certified midwives collaborate, they should concur on a clear mechanism for consultation,
collaboration and referral based on the individual needs of each patient.

Recognizing the high level of responsibility that obstetrician-gynecologists and certified nurse-
midwives/certified midwives assume when providing care to women, ACOG and ACNM affirm their
commitment to promote appropriate standards for education and certification of their respective members,
to support appropriate practice guidelines, and to facilitate communication and collegial relationships
between obstetrician-gynecologists and certified nurse-midwives/certified midwives.

* Certified nurse-midwives are registered nurses who have graduated from a midwifery education program
accredited by the ACNM Division of Accreditation and have passed a national certification examination
administered by the American Midwifery Certification Board, Inc. (AMCB), formerly the American College of
Nurse-Midwives Certification Council, Inc. (ACC).

* Certified midwives are graduates of an ACNM Division of Accreditation accredited, university affiliated
midwifery education program, have successfully completed the same science requirements and AMBC national
certification examination as certified nurse-midwives and adhere to the same professional standards as certified
nurse-midwives.
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