
 
 

Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education 
A Brief History 

 
Mary Breckinridge brought nurse-midwifery to the U.S. in 1925 when she 
founded the Frontier Nursing Service in Leslie County in the Appalachian 
mountains of eastern Kentucky.   The Maternity Center Association in New York 
City founded the first nurse-midwifery education program in 1931.  In 1955, the 
American College of Nurse-Midwifery was founded.  In 1957, this organization 
created a Committee on Curriculum and Approval to develop formal processes of 
evaluation and approval of nurse-midwifery education programs.  
In 1969, the College merged with the American Association of Nurse-Midwives 
(ACNM) and became the American College of Nurse-Midwives.  The Committee 
on Curriculum and Approval became a separate division of ACNM in 1974.  
 

The U.S. Department of Education recognized the ACNM Division of 
Accreditation (DOA) in 1982 and has continuously recognized the DOA or its 
successor organization, the Accreditation Commission for Midwifery Education 
(ACME), since then.  ACME autonomously establishes accreditation standards 
and conducts accreditation reviews of applicant programs and freestanding 
institutions whose graduates are then eligible to take the American Midwifery 
Certification Board’s (AMCB) national certification examination. Graduates who 
are nurses who pass the examination are Certified Nurse-Midwives.  
  
In 1994 the DOA completed the task of identifying those competencies essential 
to the practice of midwifery that are inherent in nursing education and that would 
need to be included in any non-nurse midwifery education program.  The 
resultant document, The Knowledge, Skills, and Behaviors Prerequisite to 
Midwifery Clinical Coursework was  added to competencies already identified in 
the ACNM Core Competencies for Basic Nurse-Midwifery Practice.  In 1996, 
DOA preaccredited the first education program for non-nurse midwives.  The first 
students graduated a year later and the program achieved full accreditation in 
1999.  Graduates who pass the AMCB examination are Certified Midwives.  
  
Since 1980, innovatively designed nurse-midwifery programs have received 
accreditation from the DOA or its successor, ACME.  These programs combine 
intensive on-campus instruction and simulation experiences, didactic education 
completed by students in their homes, and clinical education obtained with 
CNMs/CMs at facilities in the student’s community.  Currently, many programs 
combine on-campus and distance education modalities and all meet the same 
criteria for quality established by ACME.   
 
2010 


